
Teaching Current Events with Packback

Overview: In this activity, students will read a current event article, write a summary for their classmates, and ask
an open-ended question for further discussion about the article or topic.

Many teachers incorporate current events into their weekly lesson plans to connect the classroom to the larger
world. Leveraging Packback for current events can encourage more analysis and critical thinking for students as
they learn about current events. For teachers, Packback can streamline the process of analyzing current events.

Learning Objective or Goal (Applicable Common Core Standard):
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.10

Approximate Time: 10-60 minutes, depending on how much you want students to do in class

Prep, set up, and/or materials needed before class:

- Prep: select 3-4 quality news articles that cover current events from the past month. Print the articles if
needed.

- If you haven’t already, you can create deadlines and posting requirements in Packback, including selecting a
minimum curiosity score for posts to receive credit. Depending on your LMS, you may also want a new
assignment detailing the expectations of the
assignment. *Did you know your students’
Packback scores can automatically sync with your
gradebook? Reach out to your Curriculum
Consultant to get set up!

Activity:
- Using the example here, model for students what

their end product for this activity will be. Explain
how to write a summary and set expectations for
doing so. Point out to students they should link
their news article as a source on Packback.

- Give students 5-10 minutes to review the
different article options and select theirs.

- Next, give students quiet time to read the article.
Another option-  sort students into groups based
on the article they chose, and have them read the
article together.

https://help.packback.co/hc/en-us/articles/360041353852-Setting-Up-Grading-Requirements


Teaching Current Events with Packback

- In class or as a take-home assignment, students should click “Ask a New Question” on Packback. Here are
the directions for the different sections:

- What is your question?: Include an open-ended question that allows for your classmates to share their
opinion or ideas

- Add a Description: Include a 3-4 sentence summary of the article you read. It should give an overview of
the main points for your classmates that did not read the article.

- Cite your source: Link the article you read.

The next day as a bell ringer, have students review their classmates’ questions and add two responses.

Modifications: to add rigor, you could have students select their own article and/or share their viewpoint on the
article. Providing sentence starters for each part of the Packback post can help to scaffold.


